G-V-B-006 ca. 1920's
Grange Hall

Gorman

Private

This grange hall is a frame, one story, gable-roofed building
on a log post foundation. It measures one bay by four bays with the
facade occupying a one bay gable end. The sills are made of both hewn and
circular sawn timbers, the siding consists of two different widths of
German siding, and all windows are two over two sash. This hall was
constructed with scrap lumber from a store in the area that was torn
down, which may explain its inconsistent use of materials. Several
other grange halls in the county follow the same general configuration
as this building: a one story, oblong plan with a gable end facade.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Grange Hall is located on the south side of White Church-
Steyer Road approximately .3 mile southeast of its junction with Maryland
Route 560. It sits directly across the road from White Church
(G~V-B-001) in an area that was formerly known as the town of Kearney.
The building is situated about ten feet from the road with its facade
pointing northeast.

The Grange is a frame, one story, gable-roofed building on a
log post foundation. It measures one bay by four bays with the
facade occupying a one bay gable end. The sills are made of both
hewn and circular sawn timbers that are half-lapped at the corners.
All windows are two over two sash with plain board surrounds and
simple drip moldings. The facade is pierced by a four-panel door
and has a plank platform beneath the door. Whitewashed German siding
with cornerboards covers the exterior walls; a narrower German siding
is used on the facade. The roof is covered with asphalt roll siding
and has a fascia board cornice. A "Wards'" furnace sits underneath the
building and an exterior cinderblock chimmney is located on the north-
west wall.

The building is no longer used.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

It is said that this Grange Hall was built in the 1920's with
the lumber from a store that was torn down in Kearney.1 Dismantling
old buildings and using the materials to erect new ones was a common
practice in Garrett County. The inconsistent use of materials in
this building (i.e. hewn and machine sawn lumber, different types of
siding) supports the idea that it was constructed with scrap lumber.

This one story, oblong plan with a gable end facade seems to
have been an accepted form for grange halls as evidenced by similar
granges in the county. (see G-V-A-134 Pleasant Valley Grange Hall,
and G-V-A-081 Sunnyside Grange Hall)

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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